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Ukraine is a large European state. By its area (603.7 thousand square kilometers) it surpasses France, Sweden and Poland. With its population (48.5 million persons) Ukraine is the fifth in Europe after Germany, Italy, Great Britain and France. Ukraine is a multi-national state with more than 100 nationalities. Almost three quarters (72 %) are Ukrainians.  Russians, Jews, Byelorussians, Moldavians, Poles, Bulgarians, Hungarians, Crimean Tatars are the most numerous minorities.

Ukraine is rich in raw materials except oil. Industry (in particular metallurgy, machinery and electronics) is highly developed. Ukraine produces precise devices, computers, planes and space missiles which are well known all over the world. Ukraine is famous for its black earth.  Ukraine has a high level of science, high education, culture and art. Agriculture is well developed as well. 

Hundreds years A.C. so called Tripilska Culture appeared in the territory of present Ukraine. It was the basis for several further civilizations in the region. Ukraine as an independent kosaks’ state (so called Zaporizhska Sich) was born in the 17th century. Then it was the part of the former Russian Empire for 3 centuries and of the former USSR for 72 years.

During the Soviet period of its history the Communist Party ruled every sphere of public activities. The economic and social problems were resolved by the command and force methods. The law enforcement bodies were  under the same influence at that time. Many citizens still now have the similar negative attitude to the militia forces as during that period of our history.

In 1991 the Parliament of Ukraine declared the latter as an independent state. All-Ukrainian referendum supported that idea. The new state was being created on the basis of the former system. One of its new laws was the Law “On Militia”. It determined the new principles of the militia’s activities: legality, humanism, social justice, respect and close cooperation with the population and working collectives. So, the legislative basis for the partnership between militia and communities was adopted. Further laws (“On the operative and search activities”, “On combating organized crime and corruption” etc.), Criminal, Criminal-Procedural and Administrative Codes of Ukraine provided the militia forces with more rights and responsibilities in crime prevention and combating. Militia’s activities became more transparent and open being based not only on the law but also on the humane and fair attitude to people. Ordinary people started to trust and respect militiamen.


Constitution of Ukraine, adopted in 1996, made a considerable impulse on all the spheres of the Ukrainian society’s life, in particular on the law enforcement. It declared Ukraine a democratic, social, legal state with proper human rights protection, which is considered the principal responsibility of the state. 


A lot of changes occurred in Ukraine since that time. Today the dynamic and radical changes are occurring all over the world. Due to the measures taken by the Ukrainian law enforcement bodies the operative situation in crime combating is under the control and  proper response  to criminal encroachment is always ready. The leaders of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine adopted the Program on partnership development between militia and population for the period 2002-2005. Many efforts have been made in order to implement the provisions of that program. Social and humanitarian training courses have been introduced for the internal affairs officers since 2000. Such training comprises the state and political, ethical and moral, spiritual  and educational, ethic and esthetic aspects. The Code of conduct of the internal affairs officers was adopted in Ukraine. It had been elaborated in accordance with the principles of the relevant  PACE Resolution and European Code of Conduct for public servants. On the initiative of the Ministry of Internal Affairs the Parliament of Ukraine adopted the laws “On participation of communities’ representatives in the public order maintenance and state border protection”, “On prevention of violence in families”. So, the legal basis for proper community policing was created. NGOs have been actively involved in crime prevention and rehabilitation of the persons released from prisons. Several years plans and results of the militia activities are regularly informed to the society. Once per year the report on activities of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine is published in the Ukrainian mass media in order that people know better our achievements and failures. So called “trust telephone lines” and post boxes for mail (requests, complaints etc.)  are available in all regional and district internal affairs bodies of Ukraine. The Civil Council for supervising  the  activities of the Ministry of Internal Affairs has been created in Kiev - the capital of Ukraine.


About 450-500 thousand crimes are annually registered in Ukraine. It’s a huge work for the law enforcement bodies to reveal, investigate and prosecute the offenders. Nevertheless, crime rate per 100,000 of population is less than in the neighboring countries. Crime disclosure rate is about 80% in our country. The Investigation Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs is engaged in clearing up of more than 90% of all the criminal cases initiated in Ukraine. 


Many internal affairs officers are perished in combating crime. For example last year 40 militiamen (20 - during 9 months of the current year)  were killed and 215 militiamen (80 - during 9 months of the current year)  were  wounded  by  criminals.  


Failures and shortcomings in  the militia activities are still often in our country. People still suffer of  the abuse of position and power from   militiamen. Some  militiamen  are bribers and do not detect and prosecute criminals in a proper way. A lot of them have not enough professionalism.  They do not follow the criminal procedure demands and sometimes treat people with psychological and even physical tension. But the most negative impact on the militia image is made by those  militiamen who are involved themselves in criminal activities.  On February 6, 2003 the Decree of the President of Ukraine concerning the negative image and failures of the law enforcement bodies, in particular abuse of power by militiamen, was adopted. That is why the Ministry of Internal Affairs has elaborated the Programme on creation of the positive image of the Ukrainian militia for the period of 2003-2007. In August the  Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine was changed. After that many regional chiefs of  the internal affairs bodies were fired. Militia officers are strictly punished for not registering or concealing crimes. The new Minister has declared that “militia should be transformed into the police force, which would be able to secure normal life of the Ukrainian citizens”. “Militia” means “armed people” and “police” means “the protection body”. So, the  name itself must be changed. For that reason the content and methods of the internal officers training should be changed as well. Officers should be responsible enough and interested in good.  fulfillment of their duties.


Scientists who are engaged in the sphere of scientific and methodological support of the law enforcement bodies of  Ukraine  agree with the new course, which has been declared by the Minister of Internal Affairs. They would contribute to its practical implementation by their corresponding recommendations and consultations.   
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